
Catholic Schools Week Kick-off
Announcements shared on Sunday,
January 30th at 10:00 AM.

There are several exciting announcements I
would like to share with you this morning.

Challenge Grant - As many of you heard we met and exceeded our goal for the Schulze
Family Foundation Challenge Grant. The result of this challenge was $61,000 of unbudgeted
funds for our school! There are three main areas these funds will be spent on.

- Marketing and Development - We will be creating a program and plan for developing
and maintaining our database as well as increasing marketing efforts.

- Teacher Reward, Retain, and Recruit - Our teachers are underpaid. These funds will
be used to provide stipends for dedicated staff who go above and beyond. We will
continue to strive to increase salaries through our budget planning. We have caring and
quality teachers which we would like to retain from year to year.

- Middle School Program - Funds will be used to expand our current preschool through
6th grade school to include 7th and 8th grades.

Middle School - Because the challenge grant was successful and we have funds set aside
for 7th and 8th grade, we are looking at moving forward with this expansion. It is important for
us to have the support of our stakeholders so we will be having an informational meeting for
anyone in the parish who has questions or wants to know more about this expansion.

As we explore and plan the expansion, there are a couple important things we would like you
to know at this time. The middle school will include grades 6-7-8 and will be self-sufficient
much like our preschool program. This means that no funds will be taken away from current
programs in our school and parish. There will not be an additional expense to the parish. We
anticipate starting small utilizing our current space, and using funds designated for middle
school expansion for resources and materials.

Please check future bulletins for updates and the day and time for the informational meeting
about this expansion.

Anonymous Gift - The school has received an anonymous gift of $100,000. The intention of
the donor was to plant a seed and invest in the future of our school. This donation will be
added to our existing Catholic Community Foundation fund. This will allow us to provide
scholarships to our families and make John Ireland School more affordable especially for
families with more than one child in school.

Colleen Wenner
John Ireland School Principal


